6    PEAKS AND GLACIERS OP NUN KUN
officer fell on us like a thunderbolt from a clear sky. On the sixth march out one hundred and fifty coolies had bolted in the night carrying off fifteen to twenty maunds of grain. We surmised that the propinquity of the 14,000 foot glacial Bhot Kol pass might have had a good deal to do with their departure, as the Islamabad coolies axe notorious cowards when required to venture on snow, and our surmise proved to be correct. The Resident was consulted as to what could be done, and asked whether the native authorities would not compel the coolies to return and fulfil their contract, which they had voluntarily entered into at wages one-half greater than those usually paid, or furnish others in their place*
He laid the matter before the Durbar. After some days that august body replied, that they could not force coolies if they were unwilling to maxch, but we were at liberty to enter a suit against them for the theft of grain. We had more important work on hand just then than collecting evidence and conducting a criminal suit against a lot of irresponsible coolies, whom we had never seen and whose names were unknown to us, before a